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COVER: In gene regulation, Snail family transcription factors play an integral role in epithelial to
mesenchymal transitions (EMT) during development and are proposed to contribute to
cancer progression through promoting EMT-like changes. In this issue of Molecular
Endocrinology, Dhasarathy et al. describe a new consequence of Snail expression in
estrogen receptor (ER)-a positive cell lines. As depicted on the cover, Snail directly
represses transcription from the ER-a locus leading to a loss of ER-a and increased
activation of the TGF-B signaling pathway. Thus, Snail expression appears to play a
pivotal role in shifting the cellular equilibrium from an estrogen receptor-responsive
internal environment to a TGF-B-dependent one. From the article by Dhasarathy et al., in
this issue, pages 2907-2918.

The editors thank Dr. Ron Smith, Alcon Laboratories, Fort Worth, TX, for collaborating with the authors to
create the figure on the cover.

The editors would also like to acknowledge the design for our page ender which appears at the end of
each article. The symbol represents interaction between ligand, receptor, and DNA. It evolved from an
original concept designed by Lois B. Thompson for MOLECULAR ENDOCRINOLOGY.



